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reality, now dreads the pretender, fear must be his dis-
temper; he is doomed to live in terrours, and it is of no
importance whether he dreads an invasion or a goblin,
whether he is afraid to disband the army, or to put out his
candle in the night; his imagination is tainted, and he
must be cured, not by argument, but by physick.

But the greatest part of those who disturb our consulta-
tions with the mention of the pretender, are men of a
very different character, men equally unconcerned about
his designs, or his motions, with those who are most de-
sirous of setting the nation free from the burden of an
army, and very often such as we may discover, from their
conduct, to be determined to comply with every govern-
ment ; and such as have, therefore, nothing to fear from a
change of masters.

The men, for whose sake I am now speaking, sir, laugh
equally with myself at the apprehensions of those whom
they contribute to terrify; they know too well the impor
tence of the pretender to dread an invasion from him, and
affect only to continue their outcries, that they may not be
deprived of a topick, on which, by long practice, they have
attained an uncommon facility of haranguing, which they
know how to diversify with various combinations of cir-
cumstances, and how to accommodate to any emergent
occasion, without the pain of torturing their inventions,

It may be useful, sir, to inform these men, that their
disguise ought at last to be thrown off', because it deceives
no longer, and that the nation cannot be cheated but at
the expense of more cunning than they are willing, or per-
haps able, to display* A mask must necessarily be thrown
aside, when, instead of concealing, it discovers him by
whom it is used*

Those who are attempting, sir, to deceive others, and
whose character is exalted, in their own opinion, in pro-
portion to the success of their endeavours, have surely a
sense of shame, though they have none of virtue* and can-
not, without pain, find their artifices detected, and them-
selves made the objects of ridicule, by those stratagems
which they employ for the deception of others.